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Many people have difficulty comprehending that a child can be gifted and also
have learning disabilities. As a result, children with special needs that result from
both their high abilities and their learning problems are rarely identified and are
often poorly served. This article explores the current policies and practices with
regard to defining, identifying, and educating this population. Recommendations
are included that would help ensure that students who are gifted and have
learning disabilities receive the intervention needed to help them achieve their full
potential.
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The concept of a child with exceptionally high abilities also having learning
disabilities is difficult for many educators to accept. This book brings together
experts from both the fields of giftedness and learning disabilities who explore
the question of how to characterize, define, identify, and develop programs for
gifted children with learning disabilities. The results of empirical research on this
population, as well as case studies, are included. Several model programs that
were developed specifically for this population are described.
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Despite the many examples of famous individuals who were obviously talented
and yet had great difficulty as students, many people have difficulty
understanding that a child can be gifted and also have a learning disability.
Because these students are so misunderstood, they are rarely identified and
even if identified are often poorly served. This article explores the current policies
and practices with regard to defining, identifying, and educating this
misunderstood and underserved population.
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In an educational environment of limited resources, competing agendas, and
budget cutbacks, why should a principal care about doubly exceptional children.
The answer is tied to a school's mission to give every child an equal opportunity
to realize his or her full potential. This article discusses the characteristics of the
child who is both gifted and learning disabled and then addresses the role of the
principal in leading and assisting staff to meet the academic needs of these
children.
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