
ETYMOLOGIES (ETML) 
CTY Course Syllabus 

 
 
DAY ONE – Monday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Introductions 
Pre-Assessment 
Dictionaries 
First Latin Bases 
Assimilation 
Ayers: Lessons 1, 2, 3 
 

Etymology? 
Ice breakers—name game (Christina) 
Rules of conduct—SOPHIA  
pre-assessment 
 
Debate: English: easy or difficult? 
Introduction to course: Importance of 

Latin and Greek; texts, quizzes, 
goals, major assignments 

 
Naming our dictionaries  
Lesson 1: The dictionary 
Assign. III, IV, V, IV, VII, VII, IX (pp. 

24-25) in groups 
 
Lesson 2: Definition  
Assign. IV (p.34)—bad definitions 
Latin Bases 
Vocabulary pp. 32-33, in pairs 
 
Etymological vs. Current meanings 
 
Lesson 3: Assimilation of Prefixes 
Assign. IV (p. 40)—assimilation 
Select Vocabulary pp. 39-40 

Questionnaire 
 
Read Ayers, pp. 1-6  
 
Flashcards for bases on 

p. 31 (Lesson 2) 
Review Vocab pp. 32-33 
 
Flashcards for bases & 

prefixes on pp. 37-38 
(Lesson 3) 

Review Vocab pp. 39-40 
 
Workbook Exercises on 

Lessons 1, 2, 3 
 

 
DAY TWO – Tuesday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Prefixes 
Combining bases 
Latin Numbers 
Indo-European 

Roots 
Ayers: Lessons 4, 5, 6 
 

Word of the day—sesquipedalian  
Sentence Quiz 1 
 
Lesson 4: Acronyms 
Select Vocabulary pp. 44-46 
 
History of English, Part One: Indo-

European Roots 
 
Lesson 5: Back formations, apheresis, 

aphesis 
Select Vocabulary pp. 49-51 
 
Review Activity: “Around the World” 
Base Quiz 1 

Read Ayers, pp. 6-13 
 
Flashcards for bases and 

prefixes (Lesson 4), 
pp. 43-44 

Review Vocab pp. 44-46  
 
Flashcards for bases and 

prefixes (Lesson 5), 
pp. 48-49 

Review Vocab pp. 49-51  
 
Flashcards for bases p. 54 

(Lesson 6) 
Review Vocab pp. 55-56 



GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
 
Lesson 6: Combining bases 
Latin Numbers 
Select Vocabulary pp. 55-56 
 
“Go Fish” in Latin 

 
Workbook Exercises on 

Lessons 4, 5, 6 
 

 
DAY THREE – Wednesday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Development of 

English 
Hybrids 
Suffixes 
Word Analysis 
Ayers: Lessons 7, 8, 9 
 

Word of the day presentation: jackpot 
Sentence Quiz 2 
 
Lesson 7: Hybrids 
Assign. III (p. 60) in groups—hybrids 
Select Vocabulary pp. 58-60 
 
 
History of English, Part 2: 

Development of English—map of 
England Activity  

Sentences without English words 
Sentences with only English words 
 
Lesson 8: Suffixes 
Select Vocabulary pp. 63-64 
 
Review Game: “Around the World” 
Base Quiz 2 
 
Lesson 9: Word Analysis: 

Etymological definition 
Select Vocabulary pp. 63-64 

Flashcards for bases p. 58 
(Lesson 7) 

Review Vocab pp. 58-60 
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 61-63 
(Lesson 8) 

Review Vocab pp. 63-64  
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, p. 67-68 
(Lesson 9) 

Review Vocab pp. 68-70  
 
Workbook Exercises 

Lesson 7, 8, 9 
 
 

 
DAY FOUR – Thursday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Dissimilation 
Semantic Change 
Specialization and 

Generalization  
Beowulf, Chaucer, 

Milton 
The Great Vowel 

Shift 
Figurative and 

Metaphorical 
Language 

 
Ayers: Lessons 10, 

11, 12 

Word of the day presentation: sabotage  
Sentence Quiz 3 
 
Lesson 10: Dissimilation  
Select Vocabulary pp. 73-74 
 
Lesson 11: Semantic Change 
Select Vocabulary pp. 80-82 
 
Review Activity 
Base Quiz 3 
 
Old English, Middle English and 

Modern English—Chaucer 

Flashcards for bases and 
suffixes, p. 72-73 
(Lesson 10) 

Review Vocab. pp. 73-74 
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes p. 79-80 
(Lesson 11) 

Review vocab pp. 80-82 
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 84-85 
(Lesson 12) 

Review Vocab pp. 85-86 



GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
passage, Old English Bible 

 
Great Vowel Shift 
 
Lesson 12: Specialization and 

Generalization of Meaning 
Select Vocabulary pp. 85-86 
 
Figurative and Metaphorical 

Language—body parts 

 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 10, 11, 12 

 
DAY FIVE - Friday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Functional Change 
Degeneration and 

Elevation 
Abstract/Concrete 
Semantic change 

overview 
Latin Verb 

Conjugation 
 
Ayers: Lessons 13, 

14, 15 
 

Word of the day presentations: underdog, 
sideburns  

Sentence Quiz 4 
 
Lesson 13: Functional Change 
Assign. IV and V (p. 89)—functional 

change 
Conjugate Latin Verb amare, make signs 
Select Vocabulary pp. 88-89 
 
Lesson 14: Degeneration and 

Elevation of Meaning 
Select Vocabulary pp. 92-94 
 
Review Activity 
Base Quiz 4 
 
Paragraph from 1500s 
Semantic Change 
 
Lesson 15: Abstract/Concrete 

Meanings 
Abstract vs. Concrete—p. 98 
Select Vocabulary pp. 96-98 

Flashcards for bases and 
suffixes, p. 87-88 
(Lesson 13) 

Review Vocab pp. 88-89 
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 91-92 
(Lesson 14) 

Review Vocab pp. 92-94  
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 95-96  
(Lesson 15) 

Review Vocab pp. 96-98  
 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 13, 14, 15 

 



 
DAY SIX - Monday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Weakening and 

Hyperbole 
Changing Concepts 
 “Time” Words 
Roman Religion 
Euphemism 
Circumlocution 
Ad Campaigns 
Ayers: Lessons 16, 

17, 18 
 

Word of the day presentations—vandal 
and panic 

Sentence Quiz 5 
 
Lesson 16: Weakening and 

Hyperbole 
Select Vocabulary pp. 100-101  
 
“Time” words and Roman gods 
 
Lesson 17: Changing concepts 
Select Vocabulary pp. 105-106 
 
Review Activity 
Base Quiz 5 
 
 
Lesson 18: Euphemism and 

Circumlocution 
Select Vocabulary pp. 111-112 
 
Euphemism vs. Slang 
Ad Campaign exercise 

Flashcards for bases and 
suffixes, pp. 99-100 
(Lesson 16) 
Review Vocab pp. 100-

101  
 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 103-104 
(Lesson 17) 

Review Vocab pp. 105-
106 

 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 110-111 
(Lesson 18) 

Review Vocab pp. 111-
112 

 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 16, 17, 18 
 
Work on Ad Campaigns 

in groups 
 
DAY S EVEN - Tuesday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Slang and Taboo 

deformation 
Folk Etymology 
Clipped Words 
Blends 
Doublets 
Short Words and 

Movie Reviews 
 
Ayers: Lessons 19, 

20, 21, 22 
 

Word of the day presentations: clue and 
blockbuster 

Sentence Quiz 6 
 
Lesson 19: Folk Etymology 
Assign. IV (p.116) in groups 
Select Vocabulary pp. 114-116 
 
Ad campaigns presented 
Slang and Taboo Deformation 
 
Lesson 20: Clipped words 
Select Vocabulary pp. 118-119 
 
Base Quiz 6 
 
Lesson 21: Blends 
Select Vocabulary pp. 122-123 
 
Lesson 22: Doublets 
Select Vocabulary pp. 126-128 

Read Ayers 160-169—
think of mythology 
project 

 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 113-114 
(Lesson 19) 

Review Vocab pp. 114-
116  

 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, pp. 117-118 
(Lesson 20) 

Review Vocab pp. 118-
119  

 
Flashcards for bases and 

suffixes, p. 121 
(Lesson 21) 

Review Vocab pp. 122-
123 



GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
 
Read “The Case for Short Words” and 

write monosyllabic movie review 
 

 
Flashcards for bases, p. 

126 (Lesson 22) 
Review Vocab, pp. 126-

128 
 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 19, 20, 21, 22 
 
DAY EIGHT – Wednesday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Latin Phrases in 

English 
Slang Flashcards 
Ayers: Lessons 23, 

24, 25 
 

Word of the day report: tabloid  
Sentence Quiz 7 
 
Lesson 23: Shakespeare 
Select Vocabulary pp. 131-132 
 
Lesson 24: Metathesis  
Select Vocabulary pp. 135-136 
 
Review Activity 
Base Quiz 7 
 
Lesson 25: Latin Phrases in English 
Workbook Exercises over Lesson 25 
 
Slang Flashcards 

Study for “Longer” 
Latin Quiz 

 
Flashcards for bases, 

p.130-131 (Lesson 23) 
Review Vocab pp. 131-

132   
 
Flashcards for bases, p. 

134 (Lesson 24) 
Review Vocab pp. 135-

136 
 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 23, 24 

 
DAY NINE - Thursday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Latin Quiz 
Computer lab 
 

Word of the day presentation: jinx 
Review Quiz words 
 
“Longer” Latin Quiz 
 
Work on Mythology presentations in 

computer lab 

Work on Mythology 
presentations 

 
Read Ayers pp. 170-176 
 
Workbook Exercises on 

words from Greek 
mythology, history and 
philosophy 

 
DAY TEN - Friday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Words from 

Mythology 
Greek alphabet 
Greek Bases 
Greek Prefixes 
Ayers, Greek Lessons 

3, 4, 5 

Word of the day presentation: hobo  
 
Mythology Presentations  
 
Greek alphabet (Christina) 
 
Greek Lesson 3: Greek Bases  

Read Ayers pp. 170-176 
 
Greek Lesson 5: Select 

Vocabulary pp. 190-
191 

 
Flashcards for bases on 



GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
 Select Vocabulary p. 182 

 
Greek Lesson 4: Combination of bases 

and Prefixes 
Select Vocabulary pp. 186-187 
 
Greek Lesson 5 
 
 

p. 181 (Lesson 3) 
Review Vocab p. 182  
 
Flashcards for prefixes 

and bases, pp. 184-185 
(Lesson 4) 

Review Vocab pp. 186-
187  

 
Flashcards for prefixes 

and bases, pp. 188-189 
(Lesson 5) 

 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 3, 4, 5 
 
DAY ELEVEN – Monday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Homonyms 
Onomatopoeia 
Greek History and 

Philosophy 
Loan Words 
Greek Suffixes 
Place Names 
Greek alphabet 

practice 
Ayers, Greek Lessons   

6, 7, 8 
 

Word of the day presentation—acrobat 
Sentence Quiz 8 
 
Greek Lesson 5: Homonyms 
Select Vocabulary pp. 190-191 
 
Greek Lesson 6: Onomatopoeia  
Select Vocabulary pp. 194-194 
 
Practice with prefixes 
 
Greek Lesson 7: Loan Words and 

Suffixes 
Select Vocabulary pp. 199-200 
 
Game: Words from Greek 

Mythology, History and 
Philosophy 

 
Review activity 
Base Quiz 8 
 
Greek Lesson 8: Word Analysis 
Select Vocabulary pp. 203-204 
 
Names of Gods in Greek  

Review Vocab pp. 190-
191 

 
Flashcards for bases and 

prefixes, pp. 193-194 
(Lesson 6) 

Review Vocab pp. 194-
194 

 
Flashcards for suffixes 

and bases, pp. 198-199 
(Lesson 7) 

Review Vocab pp. 199-
200 

 
Flashcards for suffixes 

and bases, p. 202 
(Lesson 8) 

Review Vocab  pp. 203-
204 

 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons 6, 7, 8 

 
 



DAY TWELVE – Tuesday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Expressions 
Words from Religion  
PHIL-, LATER- 
-archy, -cracy 
Illuminated 

Manuscripts 
Ayers, Greek Lessons 

9, 10, 11, 12 

Word of the day presentations: assassin  
Sentence Quiz 9 
 
Greek Lesson 9: Place Names  
Workbook p. 205 
Select Vocabulary pp. 209-210 
 
Greek Lesson 10: Expressions 
Select Vocabulary pp. 214-215 
 
Greek Lesson 11: Words from 

Religion: Christian sources 
Select Vocabulary pp. 217-218 
  
Review activity 
Base Quiz 9 
 
Greek Lesson 12: Words from 

Religion: non-Christian  
-logy, -cracy, -nomy 
Select Vocabulary pp. 224-226 
 
History of Books (Christina) and 

Illuminated Manuscripts  

Flashcards for suffixes 
and bases, pp. 208-209 
(Lesson 9) 

Review Vocab pp. 209-
210 

 
Flashcards for suffixes 
and bases, p. 213 (Lesson 
10) 
Review Vocab pp. 214-
215 
 
Flashcards for suffixes 

and bases, pp. 217-218 
(Lesson 11) 

Review Vocab pp. 217-
218 

 
Flashcards pp. 223-224 

(Lesson 12) 
Review Vocab pp 224-

226 
 
Workbook Exercises 

Lessons  9, 10, 11, 12 
 
DAY THIRTEEN – Wednesday 
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
-mania, -phobia 
-meter, -graph 
Sports 
Military 
Greek Numbers 
Law Words 
phobias 
 
Ayers, Greek Lessons 

13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
 

Word of the day presentation: filibuster 
Sentence Quiz 10: CTY experience 
 
Greek Lesson 13  
-archy, -mania, -phobia 
Select Vocabulary pp. 229-231 
 
Greek Lesson 14: Words from Sports  
-meter, -graph 
Select Vocabulary pp. 235-236 
 
Greek Lesson 15: Military terms 
Select Vocabulary pp. 239-240  
 
phobias and manias 
 
Greek Lesson 16: Words from the Arts 
Greek Numbers 
Assign. III (p. 244) 
Select Vocabulary pp. 243-244 

Greek Lesson 17: Words 
from Law 

Select Vocab pp. 247-248 
 
Flashcards pp. 228-229  
(Lesson 13)  
Review Vocab pp. 229-

231 
 
Flashcards pp. 233-234 

(Lesson 14) 
Review Vocab pp. 235-

236 
 
Flashcards p. 238 (Lesson 

15) 
Review Vocab pp. 239-

240 
 
Flashcards p. 242 (Lesson 



GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
 
 
 
 

16) 
Review Vocab p. 243-244 
 
Flashcards p. 247 (Lesson 

17) 
 
Review for “Longer” 

Greek Quiz 
 
 
DAY FOURTEEN – Thursday  
GOALS ACTIVITIES STUDY SESSION 
Greek Quiz 
Harry Potter Names 
Post-Assessment 
Rewrite Mother 

Goose Rhymes 
 

Words of the day—bulldozer 
 
Review game 
“Longer” Greek Quiz 
 
Harry Potter Names 
 
Post Assessment 
 
George Orwell: “Politics and the 

English Language” 
Circumlocutory Mother Goose 

Rhymes 

Movie: Spellbound—
analyze Latin and 
Greek Spelling Bee 
Words 

 

 
 
DAY FIFTEEN—Friday, July 13 
Longest words in English; hippopotomostrosesquipedaliaphobia 
 
 
 
 
 
 


